
May 25, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 25, 

2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Tammy Pearson and 

Chad Martin.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Finance 

Director Linda Conover, Community Development Director Mark McCaskill and Deputy Police 

Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Vice Mayor Bowles, seconded by Council Member Pearson with 

the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and 

Mayor Lawson, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

discussion or consideration of the investment of public funds where competition or bargaining 

is involved, where, if made public initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would 

be adversely affected, as authorized by Subsection 6. Council Member Martin joined the Closed 

Session at 6:45pm.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council 

certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were 

discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion 

convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A 

motion was made by Vice Mayor Bowles; seconded by Council Member Pearson, with the 

following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor 

Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye. Council Member 

Martin joined the meeting after the roll call. No action was taken out of Closed Session.   

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Lawson, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Mayor Lawson explained that the meeting would follow 

COVID guidelines, allowing limited attendance and recognizing social distancing 

recommendations.  

Approve minutes from the May 11, 2021 Council Meeting, and the May 12 and May 13, 2021 

Work Sessions – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  

Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period April 1 – June 

30, 2021 – City Manager Towarnicki recognized City employees for service milestones.   
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Present awards to Martinsville Middle School students who recently participated in 

Virginia Municipal League’s “If I Were Mayor” Contest – Mayor Lawson explained how Council 

decided on the winning essays and the prizes that they would receive, emphasizing that no tax 

payer dollars would be used. Lawson thanked Mike Haley of Uptown Pinball for matching 

Council’s prize and his continued support of the essay contest.  Lawson shared the winners 

with first place and a $50 gift certificate to Uptown Pinball going to Benjamin Wood, second 

place and a $30 gift certificate going to Morgan Niblett, and third place with a $20 gift 

certificate going to Demetrious Brown.  Lawson invited all three winners to the podium for a 

photo with Council Members and presented them with a certificate.   Lawson said that this 

year’s theme was a little different than in years past.  There were some really good comments 

and suggestions made by the students.   

Conduct a public hearing regarding the need to adopt the real estate tax rate of 

$1.0621/$100 assessed value for the FY22 budget – Mayor Lawson explained that this item 

would not be addressed since Council would not be adopting the real estate tax rate. 

Conduct a public hearing on the City’s FY21-22 budget and consider approval of Budget 

Ordinance 2021-U-1 on first reading – City Manager Towarnicki provided a brief summary of 

the budget approval process and the steps taken so far as well as a brief summary of the FY22 

budget changes.  Towarnicki explained there were few participating in the Senior Center 

services currently because of the pandemic but there was good participation in years past and 

still several residents that take advantage of the medical transports. Council discussed the 

CARES funding and how it would affect the budget. Mayor Lawson opened the public hearing.  

No one approached the podium so the public hearing was closed.  The second reading will be 

June 8, the budget can be adjusted up until that date.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to 

approve the budget ordinance 2021-U-1 on first reading.  Council Member Turner seconded 
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the motion with the following roll call vote:  Lawson, aye; Bowles, aye; Martin, aye; Pearson, 

aye; and Turner, aye. 

 

 

Consider approval of a bond amendment regarding financing for the Beaver Creek 

Reservoir Dam repair project – Mayor Lawson explained that is item would be moved to a 

future Council meeting in June.   

Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s June 8, 2021 meeting for the purpose of 

receiving names of citizens interested in appointments for two 3-year terms ending June 30, 

2024 on the Martinsville City School Board – Mayor Lawson explained that the expiring terms 

were filled by Dominique Hylton and Yvonne Givens, both were unexpired terms previously so 

neither Hylton or Givens have served a full term.  Council will accept names of interested 

parties at the next meeting.  Council Member Martin made a motion to set the public hearing 

for June 8, 2021.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor 
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Consider approval of consent agenda - Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented; Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – No business from the floor.  Council Member Pearson asked if 

Business from the Floor would continue to be restricted for future meetings due to COVID.  

Mayor Lawson explained that there are still some restrictions so Council would continue to 

follow those guidelines for now. 

Comments by City Council – Council Member Pearson reminded residents about the joint 

meeting with the Henry County Board of Supervisors regarding the reversion discussion.  The 
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public is invited but there will be no opportunity for public comment.  Congratulations Dr. 

Hodges, the incoming president for Patrick Henry Community College and Pearson wished the 

outgoing president, Dr. Godwin the best.  Council Member Turner invited residents to Roselawn 

Cemetery for the Memorial Service on Monday.  Vice Mayor Bowles asked about the public 

hearing for the school board and how interested residents would be considered.  City Attorney 

Monday explained the state law requires that anyone wishing to be considered for a position on 

the School Board, must have their name mentioned at the meeting but are not required to be 

present at the meeting.  They are not required to be a registered voter but must be a resident of 

the City of Martinsville.  Mayor Lawson congratulated the local high school graduates; she was 

so happy they were able to have a graduation this year.  On June 4, there will be a traveling 

exhibit on Women’s Suffrage at the Historic Courthouse from 5:00-8:00pm open to the public.  

The Mustangs will play their first game on Thursday, May 27.  Congratulated to Deputy Police 

Fincher’s daughter on her graduation. 

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki reminded residents that City Hall 

will be closed on Monday in observance of Memorial Day and there will be no trash pickup that 

day. 

There being no further business, Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

the motion was seconded by Council Member Martin with all Council Members voting in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:30pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


